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GOING TO EXT

CE OF THE MAIN FLANKS
o which now-independ-
ent Bover iz beang built is
reflected in the company™s
change of name to MG

froduced this year, and
thare™s B slmong racing

| program in the cands.

Heading that prografi is
an entry at Le Mans with

-
REMES

the MG brand to provide

b “purtrageous fun”

The first evidence of
that fun really is outra-
geous. MG is fo slot the

Rover. The MG brand, | an open-topped prototype | DEW e engine into its
which BMW revived of- | designed by race-car spe- | compact MUF sports car,
ser Firitish Leyland castit | cialist Lola and powered | piving it 450 Bhp in place
aside, is being exploited | by a brand-new 2 (liter 4- | of the 180 bhp of the

even more strongly by the
pew management. A new
line of MG versions of

+ cytinder racing engine. Its

all part of what MG Rover
racing boss, Rob Cddaker,

| most powerful current

version. The car will be
rouel-legal, and will be

Elise

B MEs mhuﬂm.ﬂ

treme’” MGs designed tor

| demonstration and peo-

motional purposes.

The MGF Extrene will
have medified, serody-
namic bodywork o match
the almost triple power.
There will be bigger air
intakes amd cutless o feed
andl cool the engine, and
suspension modifications
that, together with higger
wheels, will make the car
& roadworthy proposition.

Uneler BMW, there
were plans to hring MG
back into the U5, markes,
pui they disappeared
when the company wenl
back mto British kands.
Meveriheless, if the new
owmers can make a go of
if, LL.5. sales have to be
considered. There could
be SO METESHNE cars
1o revive MOG'S reputation

- gz “The Sports Car Amer-

Rover sedans will be in-

Is This
Your

Truck?

& luxo-crises.

The Ford SVT Lightning defined the
pickoup as sports car, and this year
received a signdficant infusion of
power—the 2001 model now boasts
380 bihp (20 meore) and 450 Th-f. of
terue (up 10). Ride and handling
have been impreved with the use of
nw Bilstein shocks and revised
springs (fromt coils/rear leaves),
which also lower the vehide by 0.5
n. at the front and 2.0 in. at the rear,
m.gumhi:-pmr!dpmu.ﬂd.e and
handling, the has a boldar

\pok with & horizontal billet bar griile
design and new 5-spoke alloy wheels.
Touting the all-new Chevy Avalanche

refirs b a5 & mission for

as “the Titimate Tility Vehice,” tha

bow-tie brigade figures to cash in on of the 285 bhp and 325 b-ft. of tmue
the 30 million or 5o hemes in the 0.5, Froo thi 5.3-Hter V-8 with the Hghter
that have both a pickup and a sport- {mmm}mmmm
mmmmmﬂm the 4x2 Avalanche start at §30,965.
of the Avalanche bs its Comvert-a-Cab Lincoln hopes to redefine American
System, made poasible by the Twaary with the 2002 Blackwood,
ingenions Midgate, which aliows the something that looks like & crew-cab
Avalanche to switch from & &-passen- pickeup bat funetions mare Uke a
qumﬂm;s-mmu-} Town Car. The 4-passenger
wmmﬁmmm. has a cabin that resembles the front
Simpty fold dewn the rear seat, Te- iwo-thirds of 2 Navigator becauss of
move the rear window (which stores the year captain’s chalrs, The 2wd
hmdjhrmlnui.l:lguz}mdh-ﬂ Elackwood delivers 300 bhp from its
the Midgate anto the rear seat— 5. 4-liter V-8 and can tow up to 8700

preatn! —instant full-size cargo b
The Avalanche (built in Silae, Medco)

alzo featares & three-section carga is gtill trackiilke,
cover, which, along with the locking The pickup b, clad in a compasite
tailgate, provides theft-proaf weather surface that re-creates the grain of
protection for all your gear the Alrican Wenge wood shown on
While the momeept of the Avalanche the coneept, functions more a3 &
is all-new, the parts aren't. It shares 85 trunk. There's a power tonnedd fweT,
mﬂmmmm slde-hinged Dutch doors and & pair
Suburban, which is good because it of neat stogage hins with brushed
snsans the interdor is ane omfortahle  aluminam covers.
mwhmmm&dﬁmm Drly 10,000 of the $53,000 Black-
well, especially when equipped with woods will be baflt per year
mmsmmﬁunm —Mike Monticella and Mott DeLareme

part of a famify of "Ex- |

ica Loved First™—{N

mlﬂﬁ-lnﬂ:rﬁmxhﬂmﬂdmr-.‘

b, Even though it has a lower ride
height and 18-in. wheels, the ride

¥ Lincoln Blackwood.
3

| HAZY
' OF GRAY

SHADES

We all gat a kick cat of buy-
ing 2 boatleg CD o fancy Carties
wristwatch oversaas, and then
showing it off to gur Erends,

| camughy tefling them, “Yeuo can't

buy one of these here.” Buk for
car enthustaats, the law seems
bilack and white about what can
be driven in the U.5, Or ieit?
Repenthy, [ deave a Lotus Elise
poweced by Honda's 1,8-tker
WTEL imvline-4. The Edse is mat
foderalized for U5, roads:
thesefute, driwing cne hese
iliegal. But there 1 was, in the
middle of Torrance, Califpsmia.

| driwing asounsd in this car.

Hewr was thils possihle?
Agcowing to Tom Cahalane,
the yresidmt of Sun Interna-
tinnal Raging. the compay m-
stalls the EFf-certified Honda
engiies, which sows them o
supply the cr " a manubactur-
o, ot an impotter, wheee we
Tasild the car fos & costomes.”
[rtbyeers go b greater lengths
to satisfy the letter, if not the
spirit, of the law. MatoRex, a
comparny that imports the Kas-
san Skyling, spent the money
ta crash-test four cars {which
east the comparny about
£380,000) and obtaired il the
necessary permits from the
TIOT. All Shoylines sald by
MpkoHex ape S0-state legal.
But beware of the few whe
are in it o make a quick ok,
Tf you ever find yourself

! wiired in this "gray” sutcmobile

market, head the Latin phase,
raweat emplor. Be sure to 18-
wearch the cospany and exist-

| ing requlations befom putting

dnewm wer cash. A guick cail to
the DOT, not ta mention the
EPA. is aksp a good {dea, Tt's not

! a5 souch fun shewisg off your

prize purchase hehind a
“Government Poperty” sign.
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