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- BAJA BLAST!

Join us for a revival of the great North American road race—
and a grand tour of old Mexico in Ford’s RS200 supercar

SAN FELIPE, Mexico—It's five-
ﬂuirt:,' Saturday afternoon. A near-full
moan rises out of the Gulf of Califor-
nia while the sun still lingers in the Baja
sky. They live together here, night and day,
ihve sun and the moon. Mo one complains.

There is no reason 1o complain—about
the #deg temperature, about the lack of
telephone service, about the weekend's rac-
ing that will tum the local two-lang into &
sheetmetal-bashing Thunder Alley. Mo
problem. This 15 Baja, Una cerveza fria,
oo faver, and pass the suntan ol

The weekend began on Thursday, in
Southern California, The assignment:
Speed, flat out, across the last two-lane
blacktop in Morth America that will not only
permit such folly, but reward it. Im San
Felipe, such behavior has been sanctioned
in the form of a vintage racing event,
La Camrera Classic II, a recreation of the
great Mexican road races of the 1950s. This
year we Il join the fray, riding in & car at the
beginning of its histary, Ford’s RS200,

Getting 1o Ensenada, the starting point for
La Carrera, 15 an exerciss unio itself, A
useful precaution before entering Mexico: a
trip to the AAA o0 pick up route maps, a
guidebook and motorist labiliy insurance
(this last a must). Qur second stop is at a
grocery store. Our shopping list? Spring
water, orange juice, a bag of ice, aspirin.

And six rolls of Tums.

South along the western border of Baja
California 15 route Mexico 1-D, a toll road
that stretches from Thjuana (o Ensenpda. Be-
canse there is a charge—about $2.50 US—
tr.af[uc i5 light. Though the speed limit is
around 75mph, it's not undommon o see
much higher specds. Drive too fast, though,
and you might miss the Rosarito Beach
Hatel. You won't want to do that. Happy
Iwowit 15 almost every hour, and the 65cent
margaritas are unfomgettable. {For the pilot,
an agia con pas—club soda—suffices.)

The Rosarito Beach Hotel doesn't appear
i many tourist guides, bt it 45 remeém-
bered by Southern Californians as a hangout
for Hollywood's carly stars. Today, if
you're lucky, you may bump into ex-CGirand
Prix driver Richie Ginther there; Mexico
was the site of his first and only Fl victory,
and he's made Rosariio his home.

Though Ensenada is only 100km—

1

By Dutch Mande!

Gmiles—itom the US bosder, it might as
well be a million. The lifestyle is com-
pletely different. Built on the northem edge
of Bahia de Todos Santos, Ensenada is a
fizhing town of some size. The domed and
stuccoed commumity center in the heart of
the city was ariginally buili as the Ensenada
Yacht Club in 1906, and it has remained as
elegant and charming as it must have been
in its heyday. For La Carrera Classic partici-
pants, the community center 15 central; it is
where the cars and motorcyeles will assem-
ble on the evening before the race so the
locals can see the contestants closc-up.

We meet up here with Bob Sutherland
and crew who have trailered their RS200
down from Los Angeles, fresh from its ap-
pearance at that city's recent Aunto Ex-
position. Sutherland 1s the car’s entrant. He
miakes his home in Colorado Springs, Colo.
He makes hiz living i the lumber business.
Business is good enough that he can afford
not anly an BS200 or two—in sddition to
the “‘detuned’” 230bhp RS200- that will
compete here he has & full-blown, G0Bhp
RS200 Evolution [l racer for an assault on
this year's Pikes Peak Hill Chimb—but also
a collection of vintage cars that includes a
couple of Ferraris as well as Jackic
Stewart's 007 Formula One Tyrrell.

sutherfand may soon have even more
R5200s. He's become sole US imporer for
the cars. He hopes to bning RS200s into
compliance with applicable federal regula-
tions so he can sell them for street nse.

The idea began when he visited En-
gland recently to pick up spares for the
Pikes Preak car. During the visil he was
escorted to another part of the Boreham fa-
cility. In a warchouse sat a number of
the former competifion cars, now obsoleted
by the recent, sudden cancellation of the
Group B rally category. The number of
R3200s sitting there in Boreham wasn't afl
that greai if you consider that of the 200
built for Group B homologation, six were
crashed, another 63 dismantled for parts and
others sold to private parties. But Suther-
land saw over a hundred of the Ghia-bodied
prifotypes in storage there. It was suggesied
by his tour guide, John Taylor, that he take
a good, long look since those cars that could

not be sold before an unspecified deadline _

—it was rumored 0 be as early as this fall

—would be sent to the crisher,

Sutherland was devastated by the notion.
He was also inspired. The way he reckoned,
with a car that looked this good, and with
the kind of history it had—developed by
Ford Motorsport enginecrs in conjunciion
with Formula One designer Tony Southgate
at a development cost of $20m—there
would be no shortage of buyers in the US,
Certainly the performance is there. One
magazine clocked a 450bhp rally version
from O-80mph in 2.1 seconds. Suotherland
plans to sell **federalized”” cars for bebaeen
F80000 and 3100,000 (depending on per-
formance levels). I all poes well, the first
car will be ready for sake in mid-July,

l & Carrera Classie 11 15 a subdued version
of the original Carrera Pan Americana
road races of the early 'S0z, While La Car-
rera Classic is staged on paved roads be-
tween Ensenada and San Felipe, the first
Carrera Pan Americana stamed at the Guate-
malan-Mexican border, shot up to Mexico
City, then north to Juarez on the Texas bor-
der. Total distance: over 2000miles.

The distance alone made those eardy
events challenging, but it was the poor
roads through mountainons countryside that
made them torturous. For the inaugural
event, the 1950 Carrera, there were 126 en-
tries. Stock car driver Herschel MoGriff, in
an Oldsmobile, crossed the finish line first
ahead of 46 other finishers.

Finishing fourth in that race was Piero
Taruffi, the Grand Prix driver, who was so
impressed with the event that he convinced
Enzo Ferrari to supply two 2.6 Type 212
coupes for the 1951 race. That year the Fer-
rart padr finished one-tao, with lalian driv-
ing legends Taruffi and Alberio Ascan be-
hind the wheels. Other Americans to
compete in the Carrera Pan Americana were
Ray Crawford (who won il in 1954) and Bill
Stroppe {who returned this year o drive his
'3l Kurtis MOKK).

The races were stopped in 1954 because
they were marred by tragedy. Twenty spec-
tators and drivers lost their lives in the
evenl's five-vear history. The modem, reju-
venated “'Camrera’” has a slightly different
character, It is organized by the Vintage
Racing club and is open 0 VR members
who want to drive their cars as fasi—or
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Mexicon rood roces of 505 were bonned due o spechafor ond driver deaths: new Carrera’ is sharter, fokes ploce far away from pepulaiion cenlers

slow—as they wish, It is a gentlemen’s
race, Mo “winner'” will be declared, al-
though a 1973 Porsche 911RS will recond
the highest average speed. 114 .9Tmph. (By
comirast, a 1927 Bugatti Type 35C will av-
eruge 57.82mph.}

There 15 another modern Carrera rice
over the same roads. It mavels the reverse
direction, from San Felipe to Ensenada. [t
caters not so much o those with vinltage
cars &0 mmich a8 those with any fast car
who want 1o have a good tinee and drive flat
out. That pace will take place in September,

Local businessmen look forward to both
events, This weekend the Estero Beach Re-
sort, the official race headquarters, is filled
to the cabanas with pariicipants. It is casily
the nices! hotel in Ensenada, and though it
sits 10km south of the city, it is muoch closer
to the area’s best restaurant, La Cueva de
los Tigres—The Tigers' Cave. At the
Tigers” Cave, for 37.50 the owner will en-
grave a brass plague that's tacked 1o one of
the restaprant’s wooden beams. Sample say-
ing: ““John, Paul. George & Gringo: The
Flan Four."* This hangs just above Pamell
Jomes™ spod,

A second hotel, the San Nicolas_ is closer
to the downtown starf, and i, too, 15 filled.
The bike racers call downtown Ensenada™s
La Buhi hotel headguarters, and they’ve
taken over the place: One gent with a '60s-
vintage BMW replaces an oil szal on a back
porch that overlooks three life-size burro
statues decorated with La Carrera bumper-
stickers. The rscers have arrived.

It's decided that a Friday pre-run of the
1 20mile course is a most since none of the
Sutherland crew has been here before. It
seems an able crew with jovial Sutherland
a5 caplain, Ford of Britain's John Tay-
lor behind the wheel, Dan Ripley, the
R5200 driver for the Pikes Pezk assault, and
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Mike Mate as support. The plan is that I'll
ride with Taylor to the mandatory fuel siop,
AL that poind, Sutherland will take over my
spodt for the ride (o the end.

Who is this Taylor fellow, and why
showld he be entrusted with a life other than
his own? That's the question we asked when
the chance 1o ride shotgun arose.

Seems Tohn Taylor couldn’t be a better
choice for pilot, A dry-witted Brit, Taylor
began his racing carecr atop horses a5 a
“jump jockey' in stesplechase events. It
wasn'l until he suffered a tremendous ac-
cident that put him in the hospital for
the better part of a year that he decided o
leave the ponies Tor a safer form of racing:
International Rallying.

“"They're very muach alike, the two sports
really,"" Taylor says easily at about 100mph
a5 he feeds the RSZ00 into a sweeping
right-hander. **You muost have balance and
smpoihness™ for both,

Taylor's ease 15 comforting. He was one
of the development drivers for the ES200
program and continues 1o manage 1t. On this
pre-run he assures there won't be need to
wiaTy, that he’ll keep it at “'ng mone than
seven-tenths™ the whaole way, Sull, coming
ot of the rowle's initial flurry of switch-
backs—nene taken slower than G0mph,
thanks to the car’s four-wheel drive and
Taylor's skill—he floors the throttle. The
roud here is flat and straight and Manked by
lush green plain. ““This is just like the pam-
pas in Argentina,”’ Taylor says as he hils
peak revs in fifth—145mph,

This in itself 15 amaring. Mot that the cap
i5s capable of nearly |530mph, although con-
sidering that Group B cars were geared for
maximum aceeleration, this is an enviable
top speed. The impressive thing is that
when we started this pre-run, there were
fewer than 30miles on the RS200°s odom-

cter and here is Taybor just faking ir o fis
{imits. Orver time, the ride tums into nothing
mone of less than 8 mid-morming jount—at
warp speed, “*Very undsamatic, really,™
Taylor says.

The car is remarkable in other ways. This
atripper’” RS200 road car still carries with
it the requisite light parts built into the full-
on Evalution [T récer, but does so in such a
way that it doesn't sacrifice appointments.
With & thick. red leather small-diameter
seering wheel, the driver has a firm grasp
on things. We =it in lightweight composite
racing seats with no adjusiments; the thick-
hipped need not apply. The sides of the
scafs rise high, and this, along with a pro-
tecting door sill, makes climbing in and ous
4 choge. The rest of the ingertor is 2 mixture
of parts taken from a variety of European
Ford products, all of them washed in vary-
ing shades of gray, A postage stamp-size
rear window looks out the back into the
engine compariment, which is covered by &
smoked glass bubble. The only thing miss-
ing is & sfereo (there's an emply slot in the
center of the dash) and an air conditioner,
No matter. For this run, however, windows
are rodied down and the air neshes in.

Taylor's movements on the steering
wheel are deceptively smooth, He is a pur-
ist, with hands held at the 10-and-two posi-
tion—something he couldn’t have leamed
atop a horse. His elbows are slightly bent.
His body is upright. He is of the school that
believes that collecting speed coming out of
& fum is far more important than bringing
speed ine it and beaking halfway through.
Tuylor docs not attack comers; he nses them
like springboards, which is important for the
first two-thirds of this course. After a flurry
of high-speed, posilive camber comers in
the first 2miles, the road opens up to a

Continwed on page 24}
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Al Tigers' Coree, They T angrove g phoque for you 1o pur on ihe wall—just as they did for Parmalll Janes

Covitinued from page 17

mesa, Taylor's *“Argentinian pumpas.’’ The
twisty paris will not forgive a mishap—
going off means finding a rock wall or drog-
offs up for 100d4%, bt the mesa 15 o and
in many parts being cultivated by local
farmers. For 45miles the mesa strelches,
with flats up to two miles. Then it descends
ubruptly abowl 2000t 10 where the event's
mandatory gas stop will take place. Leaving
the pits, the road spakes and tumbles an-
ather 20miles before the rock walls give
wiry o 30miles of foot-to-the-firewall des-
erl floor and the linish,

We are not the only omes out testing the
Mexican roads today. Though familiar with
the area (having driven in the original race
and having finished second in last year's

Carrera), John von Meumann is doing his
tour. He will compete in a heavily prepared
silver and red Ferran MIBGTA, but his pre-
runnes is & new Ferman Testarosse. Nice.

Once familiar with the course ourselves,
we return 10 the Estero Beach Resort for
resisindlion, & couple of eos and a siests
prior to the dover’s mesting at the Ensenada
Yacht Club/community center.

’I' the pre-run was exhilarating, the park-
ing lot congregation later that day at the
Yaciht Club was enthralling. This was the
first time- that the motorcycles and cars
came together and it was an abstract mix,
The hikes ranged in all sizes and vintages; a
degp-throated exhanst pote nambled from a
Ducaty, to be joined by the high-pitched

Mood o finish was fowio, heiped it no smoll port by thow

whine of a Japancse bike, There were tull-
omn cafie racers and a BMW with sidecar ([i-
cense plate ““Ein Hack'") that sat alongside
sleck, Grund Prix bikes, Even 1986 Toyola
Celebrity Race winner/Ripride tv-throb
Perry King was in full-dress leathers ready
T packhe La Carrera Classic I

Ms each cor drove into the cordoned anes
it was surrounded by locals. Looking at
each as though they were museum pieces.
the apectators crowded and gawked and
touched every car, be it Von Neamann's
Testarossa (*'They must be able to get
Miami Vice, down here too'” somoone said)
or a locally eniered Edsel. The RS2007
Mow that generated interest, With the rear
hateh lifted to expose the mid-mounted
lovalve dohc |.8liter four, they gathered

YOULL ANOW HOW FAST BE
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sond of colege sudents in 5on Felipe for Spring Break

closer o ook, shook their heads and left
with big smiles,

Since La Carrera 15 not a side-by-side
race hut a fimed event with cars separated
by one minute intervals, it 15 a kot less for-
mal than, say, a Formuola One race, *“Tech
inspection”’ is more of a safety inspection.
Each car must carry a fire extinguisher dur-
ing the event. Dnvers and co-drivers are
required 1o wear helmets, gloves and cloth-
ing that coners the wrists and ankles. In the
drivers meeting the point most emphasized
was that although the rosd om which we
were o compete was technically a *'closed™
public roasd, that didn't prevent Jocal farm-
ers, oblivious 1o the high-powensd turiz
cars, from wandering onto the course. Ditto
stray animals. Said Vintage Racing's Arn

Al the Yoch! Club, the vinfoge cars gol good crowds, But the year-okd B5200 was one of the fovorites

Evans, **The road is closed, it s policed.
but vou can't mive 4 hekel 1o & cow. "'

aturday. Race day. The vintage car

diavers looked rested and eager for the
start of their race. Not so the bikers, who
had partied long into the night. The scene at
the La Bahia bar in the carly morming hours
had been like something out of Pee Wee's
Big Adveniure. All that was missing was the
song Teguila! blaring from the jukebox.
Tubletop dancing was the near rage.

The hike race began anyway.

Five minutes after the last of the bikes
was off, a replica of a US Marshal’s high-
speed intercept vehicle—48001bs of Ford
complete with a second, over-sized gas
tank. light bar and radar gun—Ieft the start-

ing area, its siren blasting. It was a
“sweep”' vehicle for the bike race. Tt would
make sure the course was clear for the cars.

Cur RS0 was scheduled to start 20min
later. Since the RS040 izn'i {(vet) a vintage
racer, it was placed at the head of the pack
of race cars in ils own *'exhibition’” class,
For the 20min remaining before our depar-
ture we stood around talking with the other
competitors.

I reckon,” Taylor said to the driver of &
1976 Porsche 935, ““that you shoold just
about pass us at the 10km mark.*"

To another competitor, this one in a heav-
ily built-up '69 Camaro, Taylor said the
same thing, but shorteped the distance 1o
six kilometers. Was this guy serious?

Contineed on page 24




The RE200 wos fies! on scene affer big Ford “mweep’ cor croshed ond rolled  Among local anfries was ihls Ford Edeel; If was nol among Me fasfer racers

Continued from page 21

MNo. It was a “psych job."" At precisely
11am Taylor lit the fuse and we were off,
nixt to be passed soon by anyone. S4ll, were
it not for the full-faced helmets we were
wearing, the ride woald have felt like any
other 100mph drive through the mountains.
The large Garret AiResearch T3 trbo's
wastegate purred and popped at each shift
and the four-wheel drive kept the car flas-
smwath, It was a pleasantly fast, almost dis
appointingly undramatic drive, much as the
pre-run had been. although Tayvlor's con-
centration level was clearly higher. We ex-
changed few wonds,

Until we saw the driver and co-driver of
the big Ford by the roadside signalling us o
slowe. Soon we saw the repson why, Into a
lefi-hander, ugly black tire marks rum wnto a
306t rock wall on the owside of the wm.

24

then for a brief stretch, nothing, On the
shiort stranght following the wen, & beige-and-
hlack-striped guardrail was creased where the
car had ricocheted, afier which more black
streaks pomting (o one pseudo-US Marshal”s
car, sitfing on tires now flattened,

The crumpled Ford was blocking three-
quarters of the road. The other noteworhy
thing was that its official-locking light bar
was gome, The car had rolled. Forunately
for its drivers; the roll occurmed gfter the
ghardrail shunt, or they might have tumbled
BOML, Instead, they were only shaken,

Taylor pulled the RS200 off ko the side
il ran 10 make certain they were okay. As
he ran back, the 935 manewversd around
bogh cars and roared into the distance.

"W coubd have kept that Porsche off our
tail if it wasn't for that stop,"’ Taylor said.
‘We'd put mwre than 30sec on the Porsche in

the first six miles.

Once buck on our way—and once we'd
negotiated the initial group of twisties—we
made it to the flatland. There we kept it at a
steady 145mph. It didn'l take long for the
cars with higher top speeds 1o catch up. The
first was a Porsche 930 pamted m camo-
flage colors. Mext came the Camare and
the swilt OT1RS.

Al the gas stop, al Valle de Trnsdad,
Sutherland took my seat and he and Tay-
lor rocketed away, Even afier the finish
their race would continwe. Taylor had o get
to San Dicgo to catch a plane bound for
England where he would change suitcases,
dash to Africa for the Safari rally and then
ﬂ:,- off 1o Extonl, S‘pu.'in. for @ World Tour-
ing Car Championship evend,

Allin a day’s waork.

Continued on page 36
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Continued from page 24

The scene heading down to the Castel Hotel
in Ensenada from the gas stop resembied
something from The Road Warrier, OFf to
cach side, in five-mile intervals, sat
stranded motorcyclists, their bikes broken,
their faces in some cases washed of color.
Mone, however, appeared in pain. For this
they were thankful; at last year’s event ong
nder went off in the biggest way and wasn't
found for several hours. Today there are
few homor stories. Maost of the nders either
broke a chain or blew something. equally
short of catastrophe except. we found later,
one who came upon & good-sized animal—it
was later identified as & poat—and center-
punched it square.

The cars didn’t fare that well, either. The
leading Camaro (it passed the camouflaged
Porsche 930 before the fuel stop), swerved
to miss an oneoming treck and moved its
right front fender back near the firewall, No
one was huart. The “'Rat Patral' Porsche
suffered damage to s nght rear and sat
wounded on the side of the moad, its pilot
and copilot fazed bur uninjured, And ar the
halfway point a 427 Cobra came in 1o have
its copitot lifted from the car. At something
approaching  165mph, 115 dover later esti-
maied, the Cobra ran over an object that
blasted up through the floorhoard, through
the copilot’s right foor, through the engine
compartment, where it severed a battery
cable, and through the aluminum. right
fender, where it left a four-inch gash, A
chopper came 10 and the copilot was eva-
cuated 1o 2 San Diego hospital.

Mo one said that high-speed doving was

nn:lruﬂmammwmmnmﬁunmmmmﬂmmmmmdrha:iunnﬂucwm

without its perils,

[Despite the mishaps., the mood at San Fe-
lipe's Castel hotel at race"s end was light—
thanks in na small part 1o the odher unstas
The La Carrera-Classic falls around Easter
tme (Read: Spring Break). With the Mexi-
can peso S0 weak in recent months—i
ranged anywhere from 1000 w0 1130 o the
dollar—and with a drinking age of 18, with
parg-sailing and [Ycents-the-bottle. Corona

beer, with deep-sea fishing and ATY rentals
and midday {fcmperateres near 9deg, San
Felipe became the new Ft Lauderdale, Tt
wis swirmning with college students. The
Resort’s swim-up pool bar was completely
falled with frolicking teenagers caught wp in
serious partyving. The racers” presemne wenl
unnoticed.

Somehow, il was better that way.

Like night and day. AW

[ ] ;
Trip Nofes:
o) :

rhings i know before you go

® Bosarite Besch Hotel: Directly off
Mexico Route 1-D. it's a wonderful
place for a weekend vacation. Take ¥OuT
own car because all rental apencies
frowm Reavily on having their cars taken
inio. Mexico. [Don’t forget the Happy
Hour—from opening o Tpm—aScent
nyirgarias.
# La Fonda Some 38km down the roll
road, §t's a don’t-miss stop for the food
ansd the view. Also nofe the pictures on the
wall of the La Fonds Mew Year's celebra-
tion, Becogmze anyone”
# Extero Beach Resor: For the finest that
Ensenada has to offer in all-around ac-
commuodations, a double hotel room on the
Bahia de Todos Suntos—DBay of ALl Saints
—=poes for around S50 LS. Breakfast iz
around 53 each and full dinner no more
than %12, Dlm:'tmm' 10.3km zouth on
Mﬁxm I, follow signs.
1 H;ulel I.a Pimia:  Downtown Ensenada
ation. Mice rooms and fresh bottled
ron each floor. Remember 1o use bot-
d weater—if you're susceptible 10 intesti-
~discomforts on trips—for everything,
oding brushing your teeth. Rooms

Some useful advice

around 540 1S,

® [a Cueva de los Tigres: Best restaurant
in town, bar none. Located dkm south of
Ensenmds on Mexico 1. eight-tenths kilo-
meters west. Stop when you zet o the
water. Gireal abalone, when they have it
fresh. otherwise they ry w slip in some
squid. Dinner from 39 to $20 US—with-
out fhe killer rmergaritas.

® |5 Buladora: Located on the southern
tip of the amd that makes up the Bay of
All Saints is La Bofadora—The Blowhole.
A natural phenomenon, it is ong of Ensen-
ada's great viewing pleasunes.

® Hussong's: A cantina made famous by
todirast repatation alome, it now has a beer
named after it, Good i you wanl gringo
company for nightlife,

® Castel San Felipe: One of the twn very
nice hotels in the San Felipe arca, It is a
self=ontained resort with rwo swimming
poels and fwe swim-up pool bars. Rooms
are meat, clean, air-conditionsd—but that
doesn't matter since the a'c’s freon was
used up long age. It also has beach access,
Rooms, double occupaney: 345 U5,

® The Fiesta Hotel: This is San Felipe's
ather very nise hotel—which 15 sull musiic

by US standirds, Further away from the
town’s center, and closer (oo San Felips
International  Airpore—we wouldn't kid
you—accessible by small plane only, A
breath-taking view of the Gulf of Califor-
nig, it is built bunker-style into sand
dunes. Tennis court bt i phones, About
345 per night, douhle occupancy.

For further mformation on La Carecra-
Classic ithe vintage race), write: Art
Evans, PO 7000-728, Redondo Beach, CA
Q0277 (213) S40-4498; La Camera LSA
{Loval Truesdale's “'nm’ whatcha bamg'
bumch), 349 Lagmel Canyon. Studio City,
CA D604,

Far your very own RSN, contact Plea-
surable Developments Inc, 2114 Famon
Court, Colorado” Springs, CO 80906; (303}
6320036, 4440022,

A REMINDER: If you are driving in
Mexico, ger Mexican labality insurnnce
fior your cir—it hears a night o twao in jail
it =omething should go wrong. Mexican
roads are twio-lane black-top—at hest,
Some are dirt foads. Be prepared. Go o
the AAA for o complete driving ki
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